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Mueller reveals Trump’s effort 
to thwart Russia investigation 


TOM BRENNER NYT 


Flanked by a Justice Department aide and Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, right, Attorney General William Barr on Thursday 


defends President Donald Trump. 


BY MARK MAZZETTI 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Robert Mueller revealed the 
scope of a historic Russian cam- 
paign to sabotage the 2016 pres- 
idential election in a much- 
anticipated report made public 
Thursday, and he detailed a 
frantic monthslong effort by 
President Donald Trump to 
thwart a federal investigation 
that imperiled his presidency 
from the start. 

Mueller, the special counsel, 
laid out how his team of prose- 
cutors wrestled with whether 
Trump’s actions added up to a 
criminal obstruction-of-justice 
offense. They ultimately chose 
not to charge Trump, citing 
numerous legal and factual 
constraints, but pointedly de- 
clined to exonerate him and 
suggested it might be the role of 
Congress to settle the matter. 

The report laid bare that 
Trump was elected with the help 
of a foreign power, and it cata- 
loged numerous meetings be- 
tween Trump’s advisers and 
Russians seeking to influence 


the campaign and the presi- 
dential transition team - en- 
counters set up in pursuit of 
business deals, policy initiatives 
and political dirt about Hillary 
Clinton, the Democratic candi- 
date for president. 

The special counsel concluded 
there was “insufficient evi- 
dence” to determine that the 
president or his aides engaged 
in a criminal conspiracy with the 
Russians, even though the 
Trump campaign welcomed the 
Kremlin sabotage effort and 
“expected it would benefit elec- 
torally” from the hacks and 
leaks of Democratic emails. 

Then, after federal investiga- 
tors opened an inquiry into the 
extraordinary Russian cam- 
paign, the president took nu- 
merous steps to try to under- 
mine it. 

“If we had confidence after a 
thorough investigation of the 
facts that the president clearly 
did not commit obstruction of 
justice, we would so state,” 
Mueller’s investigators wrote. 
“Based on the facts and the 
applicable legal standards, how- 
ever, we are unable to reach that 
judgment.” 


Sen. Lindsey Graham has no plans to call 
Mueller to testify, 3A 


The report offers reams of 
evidence of a climate of deceit - 
and a base impulse for self- 
preservation - among a presi- 
dent and his top advisers not 
seen since the days of Richard 
Nixon. 

That impulse prompted some 
presidential advisers to try to 
block Trump’s demands that 
they take steps to protect him 
from federal investigators. Some 
feared getting wrapped up in the 
widening federal inquiry. 

“The president’s efforts to 
influence the investigation were 
mostly unsuccessful, but that is 
largely because the persons who 
surrounded the president de- 
clined to carry out orders or 
accede to his requests,” the 
report said. 

The special counsel found 
that Trump had the authority to 
make many of his most contro- 
versial decisions, including the 
firing of James Comey as the 
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Doctor accused of sex with patients 
loses Kansas license, can work in Mo. 


BY ANDY MARSO 
amarso@kcstar.com 


An Overland Park psychiatrist 
has agreed to an indefinite sus- 
pension of his Kansas license 
amid allegations of having sex 
with patients and other vio- 
lations. But he remains licensed 
to practice in Missouri. 

Brian Patrick Lahey took the 
suspension and agreed to not 
contest the allegations in a 


consent order issued Tuesday by 
the Kansas Board of Healing 
Arts. 

“Licensee committed an act 
or acts of unprofessional or 
dishonorable conduct by com- 
mitting an act or acts of sexual 
abuse, misconduct or other 
importer sexual contact, which 
exploited the licensee-patient 
relationship,” the order says. 

The order Lahey signed said 
he agreed that the board had 
sufficient evidence to prove the 


allegations if he 


A =h defense. 
Nas oie e “It’s not the 
FRAN j same as saying all 
AN the allegations 
l that were ever 
Brian made in the pet- 
Lahey itions were true, 


because I would 
say that’s not a true thing,” said 
Lahey’s attorney, Nancy Craw- 
ford. 
Lahey waived his right to 


didn’t present any 


JON ELSWICK AP 


THE MUELLER 
REPORT IS OUT 


Subscribers can go 
online to find in-depth 
coverage of the report 
by special counsel 
Robert Mueller. Look 
for it in our Extra Extra 
section, which can be 
found after the daily 
eEdition pages. 


dispute the allegations, and the 
consent order says the board 
would take them into account if 
he ever applies to practice in 
Kansas again. 

The board had been investi- 
gating allegations of misconduct 
with a patient who later became 
Lahey’s co-worker. 

According to the complaints, 
which were provided to The Star 
from a source not affiliated with 
the medical board, Lahey hired 
the woman to work in his office 
and prescribed her opioid pain- 
killers “to calm her down.” 
Multiple complaints say the 
woman overdosed on the pills 
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Sources: 
Hill’s son 
removed 
from his 
custody 


BY LAURA BAUER, BROOKE 
PRYOR AND STEVE VOCKRODT 


lbauer@kcstar.com 
bpryor@kcstar.com 
svockrodt@kcstar.com 


The 3-year-old son of 
Kansas City Chiefs wide 
receiver Tyreek Hill recently 
was removed from the custo- 
dy of Hill and the boy’s 
mother, sources have told 
The Star. 


That devel- 
opment comes 
a month after 
news surfaced 
that Overland 
Park police 
took two re- 
ports at Hill’s 


Tyreek Johnson Coun- 
Hill ty home, one 

for battery and 
the other for child abuse and 
neglect. 


The police reports, dated 
March 5 and March 14, both 
involved a juvenile. It isn’t 
clear when the boy was re- 
moved, or who he is staying 
with now. 

The Kansas Department 
for Children and Families 
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NFL sought police records in inquiry 
involving Tyreek Hill, 1B 


CHARTERS CLAIM 
FUND DIVERSION 


Charter schools claim 
they’ve been 
shortchanged about $15 
million a year in funds 
diverted to KCPS. 4A 


TRUMAN LANDS 
$10M DONATION 


Sunderland Foundation 
gives Truman Medical 
Center $10 million to help 
expand the neo-natal 
intensive care unit. 6A 
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